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to turn towards Her and live in Her. That is why
Dakshineshwar is the beginnirg of the Mother's work
to which was given its first form by Vivekananda,
that mighty apostle of resurgent India. It was here
that the past spiritual experiences of the race were
re-lived and the initial lines of their application indi-
catedj so that the country by following them might
grow in readiness for the new age of the Spirit in
the future when that work would be accomplished.
Among the immediate forces that brought about
the awakening in modern India one was largely due
to the impact upon her of Western pragmatism that
urged her, first, to have a clear understanding of the
problem and then to find out whatever help the
people were yet capable of rendering towards its
solution. Religion was certainly an important element
in her greatness in the past. And it was then a thing
of experience. But being anchored on a fixed social
system, it could not grow with time so as to be able
to satisfy the deepest spiritual aspirations of man,
and showed a tendency towards externalism which
in the days of decline became so dominant that any
enlarging of it or a revival of its true spirit seemed
mpossible.

Religion in India, more than in any other country,
tried to take hold of man's parts of life and draw
them Godwards, and thereby to reconcile the spiri-
tual Truth with the vital and material existence. But
it could not keep to this high aim all through. In-
stead of making Earth obedient to Heaven, it had